














































































Lucasville, OH 45648 

Wheelersburg Branch 
666 Center Street 
Wheelersburg, OH 45694 

The notices shall be posted at the required locations for seven (7) consecutive days, all of 
which are at least seven (7) days prior to the date of the hearing. The clerk shall cause the 
summons and accompanying pleadings to be mailed by ordinary mail, address correction 
requested, to the last known address of the party to be served. 

Once this Court establishes a website, the postings may alternatively be made on the 
Court's website in the section designated for such purpose. 

RULE23 Use of Child Restraints during Court Hearings 

Pursuant to Ohio Supreme Court Rule of Superintendent 5.01, the Scioto County 
Juvenile Court adopts this Rule regarding the use of restraints during court hearings: 

(A) Children appearing before the Court shall be free of physical restraint 
during any hearing unless the Judge or Magistrate before whom the child is appearing 
makes an individualized detennination on the record that there is no less restrictive 
alternative to the use of physical restraint and that the physical restraint is necessary 
because of either of the following: 

1. The child represents a current and significant threat to the safety of 
the child's self or other persons in the courtroom; 

2. There is a significant risk the child will flee the courtroom 
3. The Court determines that there are no less restrictive alternatives 

to restraints that will prevent flight or physical harm to the child or 
another person, including, but not limited to, the presence of court 
personnel, law enforcement officers, or bailiffs. 

(B) In making the necessary findings to use physical restraints, the Judge or 
Magistrate shall consider 

1. The nature and severity of the offense for which the child is before 
the court; 

2. The child's prior history with the Court; 
3. The child's prior and current behavioral history while being held in 

detention and in the presence of the Court; and . 
4. Any other factors the Judge or Magistrate deem appropriate in 

making the individualized determination to apply physical 
restraints during the hearing. 

(C) The Judge or Magistrate shall permit the child who is the subject of a 
juvenile court proceeding (by himself or herself or through counsel), the child's spouse, if 
any, the child's parent or parents, or if the parent of a child is a child, the parent of that 
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parent, in appropriate cases, the child's custodian, guardian, or guardian ad litem, the 
state, and any other person specifically designated by the Court, to be heard on the issue 
of whether the use of physical restraint is necessary for that particular child at that 
particular proceeding. This hearing may take place absent the presence of the child as 
long as the child is represented by an appropriate person and given the opportunity to 
respond at the time he or she appears in the hearing room. A child shall not be required 
to be free of physical restraint during the hearing to determine the necessity of physical 
restraint. 

(D) When used, restraints should allow the juvenile limited movement of the 
hands to read and handle documents and writing necessary to the hearing unless there is a 
demonstrated need for more restricted movement. 

(E) In no circumstance does this rule limit the ability oflaw enforcement, 
security personnel, or other court staff from restraining a juvenile if necessary to ensure 
the courtroom is properly functioning and/or to maintain the safety and security of court 
facilities. 

Rule 24: Notice to Foster/Kinship Caregivers 

(A) In accordance with R.C. §2151.424, the Court wiU provide notice to foster 
and kinship caregivers of their right to attend hearings and provide information 
concerning the child(ren) in their care. 

(B) To facilitate the Court in fulfilling its duty to provide proper notice of 
hearings to foster and kinship caregivers a ChiJd Placement Fonn available at Juvenile 
Court shall be completed and filed with the Court the next business day or no later than 
seven (7) days following the initial placement and any change in placement of the 
child(ren). 

(C) Infonnation regarding the identity of and contact information for foster or 
kinship caregivers provided to assist the Court in fulfilling its duty to give notice under 
this rule is not accessible to the public, including to any party to a case. The Court shall 
maintain this information in its family file. 

Rule 25: Youth Engagement in Court Proceedings 

(A) A youth or child who is the subject of an abuse, neglect, or dependency 
case is a party to his/her case and has the right to notice of adjudicatocy and dispositional 
hearings in accordance with the Ohio Rules of Juvenile Procedure. 

(B) The Court shall presume that all youth who are subject to an abuse, 
neglect, or dependency case do wish to attend all hearings related to the case unless the 
youth, or the youth's attorney, Guardian ad Litem, or Court Appointed Special Advocate 
acting on his/her behalf, expresses otherwise. A youth or child who is the subject of an 
abuse, neglect, or dependency case has the right to attend and is to be encouraged to 
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attend or otherwise participate in any and all hearings related to his/her case if he/she so 
desires. 

(C) At the Court's discretion, a youth or child may participate in such hearings 
by: 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

photograph 
Court Appointed 
attorney. 

attending all or part of the hearing; 
speaking with the Court in the presence of all parties; 
speaking to the Court in camera; 
observing the bearing; 
otherwise participating by submitting a letter, drawing and/or 

to the Court and all parties through a Guardian ad Litem or 
Special Advocate, kinship caregiver, or the child's 

(D) The Court has discretion to excuse a child or youth from any hearing or 
any portion of a hearing in the case if the Court finds it to be in the child's or youth's best 
interest based on factors such as the age of the child, the child's capacity for 
understanding and participating in the hearing, the nature of the proceeding, and other 
relevant factors aligned with the child's best interest in the case. 

Rule 26: Process: Service Refused; Service Unclaimed 

The Court within its discretion and upon such tenns as are just will reissue any 
process issued via certified mailed that has been returned by the U. S. Postal Service and 
marked "refused" or "unclaimed" by regular mail without instruction from the attorney of 
record, or, if there is no attorney of record, the party at whose instance process was 
issued. The fact and method of notification shall be entered on the Court's appearance 
docket. 

These rules shall be effective upon filing and all prior rules are ordered superseded. 

IT IS SO ORDERED: 

ALAN LEMONS, JUDGE 
Court of Common Pleas 
Juvenile Division of Scioto County 
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Rule 27: Broadcasting, televising, recording, and photographing by news media 

Broadcasting, televising, recording, and photographing by news media during courtroom 
sessions, including recesses between sessions, shall not be permitted unless authorized by the 
Court. Court authorizations shall be governed by Canon 3 of the Code of Judicial Conduct, 
Superintendence Rule 12, and Ohio Revised Code Section 2151.35. 

(1) Administration. 

Requests for permission to broadcast, televise, record, or photograph in the courtroom 
shall be in writing to the Judge as far in advance as reasonably practical. Request forms may be 
obtained from the Court. 

(2) The Court shall immediately attempt to inform the attorneys for all the parties in 
the case of the media request. If time does not permit notification by mail, then telephonic 
means or notification in person must be attempted. The intent of this Rule is to allow attorneys 
for all parties an opportunity to be heard prior to the Judge deciding the media request. 

(3) In the even the Judge approves the media request, a Journal Entry shall be 
prepared by the Judge setting forth the conditions of media broadcasting, televising, recording, or 
photographing. This entry shall be made a part of the record of the case. 

( 4) Pooling. 

Arrangements shall be made between or among media for 'pooling' equipment and 
personnel authorized by this rule to cover the court sessions. Such arrangements are to be made 
outside the courtroom and without imposing on the Judge or court personnel to mediate any 
dispute as to the appropriate media 'pool' representative or equipment authorized to cover a 
particular session. 

(5) Eguipment and personnel. 

Not more than one portable camera (television, video-tape, or movie), operated by not 
more than one person, shall be permitted without authorization of the Judge. 

(6) Not more than one still photographer, utilizing not more than two still cameras of 
professional quality with not more than two lenses for each camera, shall be permitted without 
authorization of the Judge. 

(7) Not more than one audio system for radio broadcast purposes shall be permitted 
without authorization of the Judge. 

(8) If audio arrangements cannot be reasonably made in advance, the Judge may 
permit one audio portable tape recorder at the bench which will be activated prior to 
commencement of the courtroom session. 



(9) Visible audio portable tape recorders may not be used by the news media without 
prior pennission of the Judge. 

(I 0) Light and sound criteria. 

Only professional quality telephonic, photographic, and audio equipment which does not 
produce distracting sound or light shall be employed to cover courtroom sessions. No motor
driven still cameras shall be permitted. 

(11) No artificial lighting device other than that normally used in the courtroom shall 
be employed. However, if the normal lighting in the courtroom can be improved without 
becoming obtrusive, the Judge may permit modification. 

(12) Audio pickup by microphone for all media purposes shall be accomplished from 
existing audio systems present in the courtroom. lfno technically suitable audio system exists in 
the courtroom, media purposes shall be unobtrusively located in places designated by the Judge 
or Magistrate, in advance of any session. 

{13) Location of equipment and personnel. 

The television, broadcast, and still camera operators shall position themselves in a 
location in the courtroom, either standing or sitting, and shall assume a fixed position within that 
area. Having established themselves in a shooting position, they shall act so as not to call 
attention to themselves through further movement. Sudden moves, pans, tilts, or zooms by 
television or still camera operators are prohibited. Operators shall not be permitted to move 
about in order to obtain photographs or broadcasts or courtroom sessions, except to leave or enter 
the courtroom. 

(14) Television cameras, microphones, and taping equipment shall not be placed in, 
moved during, or removed from the courtroom except prior to commencement or after 
adjournment of the session or during a recess. Neither television film magazines, rolls, or lenses 
still camera film, nor audio portable tape cassettes shall be changed within a courtroom except 
during recess. 

{15) Miscellaneous. 

Proper courtroom decorum shall be maintained by all media pool participants, including 
proper attire, in a manner than reflects positively upon the journalistic profession. 

(16) Limitations. 

There shall be no audio pickup or broadcast of conferences conducted in a courtroom 
between counsel and clients, co-counsel, or the Judge and counsel. 

(17) The Judge shall prohibit photographing or televising by any means victims of 
sexual assault or undercover police officers. The Judge shall retain discretion to limit or prohibit 



photographing or televising of any juvenile juror, victim, witness, or counsel or his/her work 
product, upon objection. 

(18) Revocation of permission. 

Upon the failure of any media representative to comply with the conditions prescribed by 
the Judge, the Rules of Superintendence of the Supreme Court, or this Rule, the Judge may 
revoke the pennission to broadcast, photograph, or record the trial or hearing. 


